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As medical students attending our first radiology conference, we were ecstatic!  The 

morning of the first day, Suchit and I were sitting in the lobby when I noticed a familiar face 

walking past us; it was Reza, a year 2 radiology resident from UMKC and former member of my 

Purple 2 docent team!!!  The beginning of our four days was already off to a fabulous start!  We 

entered the conference room and sat with Reza and his resident buddies from Missouri.  Without 

any wasted time, we had already found our place amongst a room of genuine image reading 

doctors, our future aspiration!   

Anticipation bustled inside me as I spoke with the residents at our table.  Many were 

surprised and impressed to learn we were attending the conference as medical students. Most 

would agree we chose an awesome way to show our enthusiasm for radiology while ascertaining 

knowledge about our future career/life!  Respected radiologists rose to speak about the changing 

face of radiology and the current tide of politics and health care which will soon dictate the 

future of radiology.  Many issues poured forth throughout the four days we attended allowing us 

to soak up a decent enormity of awareness.   

 Some of the considerable topics flooding the current radiology sphere are public 

recognition of the role of a radiologist, patient interaction, pay for performance, outsourcing, and 

advancing technology.  Given the rapid rate at which large remote reading groups are forming to 

read scans during the day, one of the major challenges the radiologist working in the hospital 

setting will face in the future is becoming replaced by one of these remote reading centers.  From 

a financial standpoint, this makes sense as these groups are able to provide good reads at a 



competitive price due to the high volume.  To avoid such replacement, there is currently a push 

for radiologists to display that the value of having an in house radiologist which cannot be 

matched by a private imaging center.  There are many ways to do this.  For one, it is important to 

have a close relationship with other physicians so that they feel comfortable coming to the 

reading room to have images interpreted in real time as dictated reports can sometimes be 

ambiguous, generic, or slow.  Secondly it is important for patients to realize the paramount role 

of the radiologist, unfortunately, due to the lack of patient contact, many patients do not know 

how the radiologist impacts their care.  Often the first time patients realize a radiologist was 

involved is when they receive the bill, and they wonder “who is this doctor?”.  Furthermore, 

some patients are not even aware of what a radiologist exactly does; this was a problem elicited 

with questioning and responses such as “they are the technicians who take our pictures”, “I 

would not consider them a real doctor”, or “they put the patients to sleep.”  Also, patients are 

sometimes wary of the role of a radiologist as they are sometimes mistaken into thinking the 

primary doctor is the one who interpreted and diagnosed the condition as it is these doctors 

presenting the information to the patient.  The obvious solution to this problem is to increase 

patient contact, but this is especially difficult to do due to the high volume of images read by 

radiologists.  The ACR is, however, encouraging every radiologist resident to introduce 

themselves and explain studies to at least five patients a day to help improve recognition and 

start the movement.  This is estimated to give exposure to approximately 2 million patients per 

year!   

This is just the surface of many issues covered during the conference.  All in all, it was 

very informative and valuable as these are the changes that we will have to make when we begin 

practicing to ensure a stable future in radiology.  Knowing these valuable lessons as a student, it 



will be easier for us to implement these positive habits from the start and feel comfortable 

knowing that we are doing all we can do. 


