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Nikoo and I arrived in Chicago, IL on Thursday June 12. We took a shuttle bus to the 

Courtyard Marriot, our hotel. After checking in, finding our room, unpacking, and getting 

a bite to eat, we ventured out to the conference around 4 pm. We walked to the Hyatt 

Hotel, where the conference was held, about a half a mile away from the Courtyard. 

Next, I registered as a voting delegate and the both of us picked up our itinerary and hotel 

information. Since neither one of us had ever attended a national meeting, we went to the 

First-time Conference Attendee Orientation. Afterwards, we had a Chapter and State 

Leadership Meeting from 6-8 p.m. Following, we went to our region meeting, where we 

decided if anyone from our region wanted to run for a national office and any up-coming 

events within the region as well as old business.  

 Friday June 13, we went to the required MSS Reference Committee at 9 a.m., 

where we discussed upcoming resolutions and our opinions on them. Some hot topics of 

debate were restriction of antimicrobials on livestock, the medical use and research of 

marijuana, support for increased funding of the National Institutes of Health, and the 

involvement of industry support of professional education in medicine. Another region 

meeting where we basically just networked followed the 3 hour long debate session.  

 Friday evening, Nikoo and I participated in the National Service Project, which 

entailed going to the White Sox baseball game and wearing an AMA t-shirt advertising 

the campaign against the uninsured (which was the AMA theme this year). Over 400 



AMA members attended the baseball game in efforts to promote awareness in the public 

of our mission statement. 

 Saturday June 14, as a voting delegate, I had to be at the Hyatt at 8 a.m. to pick up 

my voting badge and choose who I wanted on for National AMA. At 10 a.m. I sat in on 

the AMA-MSS General Assembly, where we debated amendments to resolutions and 

then voted on them. Some Resolutions that passes were “Marijuana: Medical Use and 

Research”, “The Patient-Centered Medical Home Concept”, and “Industry Support of 

Professional Education in Medicine”. 

 Next on the agenda was the Medical Specialty Showcase form 12:30-2:30 p.m., 

where we were able to interact with over 40 medical specialties. Each specialty provided 

an introduction to their specialty and offered materials to assist medical students in their 

career decision-making. Physicians, nurses, technicians, and supporting staff members 

from each specialty handed out tons of fliers, pamphlets, and free items concerning their 

specific practice (all in hopes to enhance medical students’ interest in their field of 

practice). 

 From 5-7 p.m., Dr. Drees held a special reception for UMKC students and the 

doctors of Missouri. It was an excellent opportunity to not only converse with UMKC 

faculty, but also to network with surrounding school’s doctors. Dr. Drees generously had 

the reception catered with excellent hors ‘oeuvres and beverages, which set a relaxed 

atmosphere.  

 This experience provided Nikoo and I lots of opportunities to meet new people 

and understand the extent of political involvement in America’s health care system. It 

was informative and fun: I hope we have another chance to attend another conference. 



  

 


