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Even in today’s uncertain economy, there are some things that remain consistent: the 
need for competent, altruistic physicians to serve our communities, and the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine’s commitment to educating and providing 
those physicians.

Today, the UMKC School of Medicine stands out as a model of medical education, 
one emulated by other universities. Since our beginning in 1971, almost half of our 
nearly 2,700 graduates have chosen to stay in the region to serve Missouri citizens.

As Missouri faces an aging physician workforce and an anticipated future shortage 
of primary care health professionals, we have a strategy in place to help address 
the need. We are committed to attracting and retaining students who will make a 
difference.

But we can’t do it alone.
An ongoing challenge, especially at a time when state budgets are being tightened, is 

to sustain adequate financial support, particularly in the form of student scholarships. 
As a relatively young medical school, we still don’t have the luxury of substantial 
scholarship endowments from which other schools benefit. Yet, without some form 
of scholarship assistance, many of our current alumni could not have attended the 
UMKC School of Medicine.

In order to continue attracting students to our program and help them achieve their 
dreams of becoming physicians, we must be able to increase our scholarship funding.

Not only does this support benefit our students, it is also an investment in the 
lives of those patients who deserve quality health care delivered with competency and 
compassion. In this issue of Panorama, you will find our “Roster of Honor,” which 
recognizes those who have contributed to our students’ success. 

The cost of excellence is great, but the rewards are far greater. Thank you for helping 
us make those rewards possible. 

Betty M. Drees, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Dean and Professor of Medicine

The Dean’s Message
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RoundsRoundsRounds

Several members of the School of Medicine faculty 
made presentations and served on discussion panels at 
the Association of American Medical Colleges’ annual 
national meeting Oct. 31-Nov. 1 in San Antonio, Texas. 
This year’s theme was “Creating a Better Tomorrow.”

School of Medicine Dean Betty M. Drees, M.D., served 
as the moderator for a general session on “Recruiting 
for Tomorrow: Case Studies in Search Practices.”  The 
session used an interactive theater for participants to 
observe a search committee interact and to explore how 
factors, including bias, can impact institutional goals.

Brenda Rogers, M.D., associate dean of student 
affairs, was a speaker at a general session for the group 
on baccalaureate-M.D. programs that focused on the 
efficiency of streamlining the continuum between 

undergraduate pre-medical education and undergraduate 
medical education.

Louise Arnold, Ph.D., associate dean for medical 
education and research, was a member of several small 
group discussion panels. They focused on transforming 
the medical education learning environment; professional 
behavior lapses among faculty and how to address them; 
and faculty development for teaching professionalism 
in the university, community teaching hospitals, and 
academic societies.

Dr. Arnold, Jennifer Quaintance, Ph.D., and George 
Thomson, M.D., also presented a research paper on 
“Development of an Instrument to Measure the Climate 
of Professionalism in a Clinical Teaching Environment.”

Faculty Speak at Annual AAMC Meeting

E. Grey Dimond, M.D., provost emeritus and founder 
of the UMKC School of Medicine, was honored by the 
American Heart Association for his long-standing work 
and contributions to health care as a recipient of the 
2008 Missourian Award. 

The award recognizes selected individuals, either 
native Missourians or those who have spent at least 
15 years of their adult life in the state, who have made 
outstanding contributions to the state or the nation in 
civics, business, arts or politics. Dr. Dimond joins a long 
list of distinguished Missourians who have received the 
award since 1994.

A cardiologist whose career in medicine and public 
service has stretched from California to Washington, 
D.C., and included diplomatic and educational ventures 
overseas, Dr. Dimond was the first provost for health 
sciences at UMKC, where he implemented his innovative 
concept for medical education in 1971.

Dr. Dimond Honored  
for ServiceEver wonder where the 

National Board of Medical 
Examiners gets all the 
questions medical students 
pour over when taking 
their medical board exams 
each year? Ask Christopher 
Papasian, Ph.D., chairman 
of basic medical science at 
the School of Medicine.

Dr. Papasian was recently 
appointed to a third term 
on the USMLE Step 1 

Microbiology/Immunology 
Test Committee. The 

committee develops and contributes new questions 
related to the basic sciences, ranging from physiology, 
anatomy and microbiology to pathology and 
pharmacology, each year and reviews questions currently 
in the exam database.

Committee members are nominated and appointed to  
initial two-year terms. Following his initial appointment, 
Dr. Papasian has been reappointed to the committee for 
one-year terms each of the past two years.

Dr. Papasian Serves on 
NBME Test Committee

Rounds

Christopher Papasian
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Maxine Hetherington, M.D., associate professor 
of pediatrics, was recently appointed as chair of the 
Children’s Oncology Group (COG) Membership 
Committee. The COG is the world’s largest childhood 
cancer research organization.

In her new role, Dr. Hetherington chairs a critical 
committee that oversees all aspects of institutional 
compliance for COG participation in order to maintain 
the rigor and credibility of the research it conducts.

COG is made up of more than 5,000 researchers at more 
than 200 leading children’s hospitals, university hospitals, 
and cancer centers throughout North America working 
together to identify cancer causes and pioneer new 
treatment and cures.

Oncology Group 
Committee Includes Dr. 
Hetherington

George Harris, M.D., professor of family and 
community medicine, is the 
new assistant dean for Years 
1 and 2 medicine.

In his new role, Dr. 
Harris will work to build an 
atmosphere that helps first 
and second-year medical 
students build a solid 
foundation for succeeding 
in the School of Medicine’s 
combined degree program.

The assistant dean works 
with Years 1 and 2 staff to 
make students aware of the 
existing support resources at 
the medical school and on the Volker Campus. He will 
also participate as a member of the student retention 
committee and assume oversight for the Years 1 and 2 
ambulatory care docent series and hospital team course.

Dr. Harris joined the School of Medicine in 2003 
and serves as an advisor and preceptor in the Family 
Medicine Residency Program.

School of Medicine 
Appoints Dr. Harris  

as Assistant Dean

RoundsRoundsRoundsRounds

Marilyn Pesto, J.D., has been appointed Director of the 
Sirridge Office of Medical Humanities. Pesto has served as 
a clinical assistant professor of humanities at the School 
of Medicine since 1995. She has taught Medicine and 
Law; Medicine, Law and Literature; and has participated 
in Medicine and Body Image, Medical Bioethics, and 
Conflict, Resolution and Health Care.

She was formerly the executive director of the Hospital 
Hill Health Services Corporation, now University 
Physician Associates, and also served as defense counsel 
for the Truman Medical Center/Hospital Hill Health 
Services Corporation. The focus of her legal work is 
physician representation and health care law. She is also a 
certified mediator in the state of Missouri, specializing in 
health care disputes/litigation.

Pesto helped to develop a master’s curriculum in 
Conflict Management and Dispute Resolution at Baker 
University and taught the first class in the CMDR 

master’s program.
She has been a practicing 

nurse since 1975 and a trial 
lawyer since 1981. She 
earned her law degree from 
the University of Missouri-
Columbia as well as a 
master’s of science degree 
in psychiatric nursing. She 
earned her undergraduate 
degree at the University 
of Alabama and was an 
instructor at the University 
of San Diego before coming 
to Kansas City.

She brings a rich 
background of experience in the humanities, 
jurisprudence and health care to the program.

Pesto Selected as Medical Humanities Director

Marilyn Pesto

George Harris

He was previously a faculty member of the family 
practice residency program at Bayfront Medical Center in 
St. Petersburg, Fla., and worked in a solo medical practice 
in Palm Harbor, Fla.

He is a graduate of the University of Mississippi School 
of Medicine and completed his residency at St. Vincent’s 
Family Medicine Residency Program in Jacksonville, Fla.
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Gary Pettett, M.D., 
professor of pediatrics and 
neonatology, is the new 
medical director of the 
E. Grey Dimond, M.D., 
Office of International 
Medicine at the UMKC 
School of Medicine. 

He served as associate 
dean of academic affairs 
at the School of Medicine 
from 2001 to 2003, during 
which time he helped 
rekindle the school’s 
activities in international medicine. 
The international medicine program 
was created in 2003 in conjunction 
with UMKC’s International 
Academic Programs Office to provide 
support for students and faculty 
who are interested in study abroad 
opportunities.

Dr. Pettett also serves on the 
advisory board of the Edgar Snow 
Memorial Fund, a primary affiliate of 
UMKC that was created to foster and 

enhance friendship 
and understanding 
between China and 
the United States.

Dr. Pettett 
is a member 
of numerous 
professional 
organizations, 
including the 
American Medical 
Association, 
the American 
Academy of 

Pediatrics and the Missouri State 
Medical Association. He serves as 
director of the Office for Research 
Integrity and chairman of the Health 
Sciences Pediatric Institutional 
Review Board at Children’s Mercy 
Hospital, and is a Fellow at the 
Center for Practical Bioethics in 
Kansas City.

Dr. Pettett

Shayna 
Simon, who 
has a broad 
background 
in fundraising 
for health 
services 
and higher 
education, 
has joined 
the School 
of Medicine 
as director of 
development.

Simon has 
served clients nationwide working in 
capital campaign organization and 
execution, annual fund development, 
and strategic planning. With a 
strong background in marketing, 
communications and finance, she has 
worked with donors and volunteers 
in developing fundraising materials, 
ranging from case statements to 
direct mail appeals and campaign 
newsletters.

“As the School of Medicine 
approaches its 40th anniversary 
in 2011, we are poised not only to 
celebrate the accomplishments but 
define how we will approach the next 
40 years,” Simon said.

A top priority will be the 
continued efforts to increase 
scholarship support for students at the 
UMKC School of Medicine, Simon 
said.

Simon received her a bachelor’s 
degree in management from Robert 
Morris University in Pittsburgh. She 
is a member of the Greater Kansas 
City Council on Philanthropy and 
the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals. She can be reached at 
the School of Medicine at 235-5283 
or by e-mail at simonki@umkc.edu.

Simon Appointed 
Development 
Director

UMKC School of Medicine 
students contribute thousands of 
volunteer hours to provide medical 
care for the needy at the Sojourner 
Clinic. Their community service 
hasn’t gone unnoticed.

Sojourner Clinic, the School of 
Medicine’s student-run health clinic 
for Kansas City’s inner-city homeless 
population, this summer received 
a $77,528 grant from the REACH 
Healthcare Foundation in Kansas 
City to help defray the cost of a half-
time administrator to oversee the 
business side of the operation.

This is the second time that 
REACH Healthcare Foundation, a 
community organization that supports 

safety net clinics and projects for 
the poor and underserved in the 
Kansas City area, has funded a grant 
to Sojourner Clinic. Funds from the 
current grant will provide a small 
pay incentive for faculty members 
who would perform supervisory 
duties, in addition to providing office 
equipment, additional office and 
medical supplies, as well as paying 
for lab core fees and additional 
medications.

Another goal is to create a 
comprehensive strategic plan for the 
continued growth and development 
of the Sojourner Clinic for the next 
five to 10 years.

Foundation Awards $77K Grant 
to Sojourner Clinic

Gary Pettett

Shayna Simon



Ingram’s Women Executives of Kansas City
Class of 2008

The UMKC School of Medicine  
faculty, staff  
and students  
congratulate  

Dean Betty Drees  
on her 

accomplishments  
and being among  

Ingram’s Magazine’s 
 WeKC Class of 2008

Congratulations  
Dean Betty Drees

Affiliated Hospitals:  Children’s Mercy Hospital  •  Kansas City Veterans Administration Medical Center  
Saint Luke’s Health System  •  Truman Medical Centers  •  Western Missouri Health

Betty M. Drees, M.D., F.A.C.P., Dean & Professor of Medicine
University of Missouri — Kansas City School of Medicine

http://www.med.umkc.edu/
“ A l i v e  i n  K a n s a s  C i t y ”
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Bank
The brain bank is one of only  

three located in middle 

America.

Mental Health Feature

Brain
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arry Carver, M.D., the new University 
of Missouri-Kansas City School of 
Medicine Associate Dean for Western 

Missouri Mental Health Center Programs and 
medical director for WMMHC, was fresh off a 
military stint in Operation Desert Storm when 
he was looking for the neurological factors that 
lead to schizophrenia. First he had to locate 
some actual human brain tissue in order to 
conduct his study.

When he sought out donations for his research 
and began building up a supply of postmortem brain 
tissues, other researchers exploring neurological 
and psychiatric disorders caught wind of his work 
and began to call, seeking samples for their own 
studies. Thus began what is now the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine Brain 
Tissue Bank.

Dr. Carver, director of the brain bank, brought 
his work — currently a supply of nearly 150 brain 
specimens — to the UMKC School of Medicine 
just more than a year ago after spending about 
three years in the department of psychiatry at the 
University of Kansas School of Medicine. The brain 

bank serves as a collection and distribution 
resource for brain tissues of patients who 
suffered any number of conditions such 
as Alzheimer’s disease and age-related 
dementia, neurodegenerative diseases such 
as Parkinson’s and Huntington’s, mental 
disorders, drug and alcohol addictions, as 
well as stroke, cerebrovascular diseases 
and traumatic brain injuries.

The brain bank is one of only three 
located in middle America. The other two 
are both in St. Louis, and one of those is 
limited to brain tissues from Alzheimer’s 
patients, Dr. Carver said.

“I see the brain bank as a core facility 
for people who want to do research on the 
human brain to help advance neuroscience 
and help us discover the mysteries of the 
human brain,” Dr. Carver said.

Dr. Carver was an associate professor of 
psychiatry and researcher at the Louisiana State 
University Health Sciences Center in New Orleans 
when he first started his brain bank. He and 
his team had launched a study that ultimately 
discovered unusually high levels of the chemical 

(Clockwise from bottom left) Nevin Arora, MS 6, and Casey 
Willimann, MS 6, work with Larry Carver, M.D., clinical professor 
of psychiatry and director of the UMKC School of Medicine Brain 
Tissue Bank, and third-year psychiatry resident Jamilia Fields, 
M.D., Ph.D. Dr. Carver examines a brain model. Dr. Carver and 
Willimann look over a specific section of brain tissue that researchers 
may request for study.

Continued on page 10

written by Kelly Edwards
designed by Suzanne M. Gauch

photography by Robert Steckmest



Larry Carver, M.D., clinical 
professor of psychiatry, was 
appointed as the UMKC School 
of Medicine’s new associate 
dean from Western Missouri 
Mental Health Center and 
medical director for WMMHC 
effective Nov. 1.

With more than 35 years of 
experience in public, private 
and military settings, Dr. 
Carver has worked in clinical, 
academic training, research and 
hospital management positions in 
Kansas and Louisiana.

“We are excited to have 
someone with Dr. Carver’s rich 
background and experience 
in this key role at the School 
of Medicine,” said School of 
Medicine Dean Betty M. Drees, 
M.D., F.A.C.P. “We are confident 
the department of psychiatry will 
continue to work on the cutting 
edge of medical education and 
research under his leadership.”

Dr. Carver joined the UMKC 
School of Medicine in June of 
2007 and took the role of senior 
psychiatrist at WMMHC after 
serving more than three years 
in a similar role at the Kansas 
University School of Medicine. 
Prior to that, Dr. Carver served 
as an associate professor of 
psychiatry and assistant director 
of the neuroscience center at the 
Louisiana State University Health 
Science Center in New Orleans.

Dr. Carver earned his medical 
degree from the University of 
Kansas School of Medicine 
and completed his residency 
at the Karl Menninger School 
of Psychiatry in Topeka. He 
also completed a fellowship in 
psychiatry at the Topeka Institute 
of Psychoanalysis and completed 
his post-doctorate work in 
neurochemistry at the University 
of Kansas.

SOM Appoints Larry 
Carver as Associate 
Dean for WMMHC 
Programs
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dopamine in the thalamus region of the 
brains of schizophrenia patients. The 
thalamus is the region through which all 
sensory information passes in transmission 
to other specific 
areas of the brain.

By using three-
dimensional grid 
mapping procedures 
to examine small 
sections of the 
thalamus, Dr. Carver 
found as much as 
three times the 
normal concentration 
of dopamine in 
schizophrenic brains 
as in the normal 
brain. The next 
question, obviously, 
was how did it get 
there?

“In our own 
studies, it definitely seems to us that the 
problem with schizophrenia comes from 
some kind of lesion in the thalamus,” Dr. 
Carver said. “Now, the cure for that is 
another step.”

For scientists currently working to 
unravel such neurological mysteries, that’s 

where the UMKC Brain Tissue 
Bank becomes an important ally. 
A scientist exploring why nerve 
cells become impaired or die 
in the substantia nigra region 
of the brain of Parkinson’s 
patients, for example, can 
contact Dr. Carver at the 
UMKC Brain Tissue Bank and 
request tissue samples from 
that particular section of a 
Parkinson’s victim’s brain. 
Dr. Carver said that while 
operating the brain bank at 
LSU, he supplied brain tissues 
to researchers from as far away 

as Japan.
But while small steps have been made in 

neurological science using tissues supplied 
by Dr. Carver’s brain bank, he said the 
ultimate goal of finding treatments and 
cures for these diseases is still a long ways 
away.

Stuart Munro, M.D., chairman of 
psychiatry at the 
UMKC School of 
Medicine, said what 
makes the supply of 
brains from these 
patients so critical is 
that it takes an entire 
human lifetime to 
grow the tissue.

“You can’t just 
recreate the brain,” 
Dr. Munro said.

Dr. Munro and Dr. 
Carver said they hope 
the UMKC brain bank 
will also connect with 
the ongoing Kansas 
City Life Sciences 
Initiative to become a 

facility that helps spur additional interest 
in neuroscience research in Kansas City 
and draw neuroscientists to the region.

“It’s important to know that there is a 
network of brain banks across the United 
States that share and exchange tissues, and 
that this brings us into the nation-wide 

Above: Dr. Carver and Arora discuss a section of brain 
tissue that is packaged and catalogued along with the 
condition that particular donor suffered ranging from 
Alzheimer’s disease to drug or alcohol addiction.

Dr. Munro and Dr. Carver 

said they hope the UMKC 

brain bank will connect with 

the ongoing Kansas City 

Life Sciences Initiative to 

become a facility that helps 

spur additional interest 

in neuroscience research 

in Kansas City and draw 

neuroscientists to the region.

Mental Health Feature

Brain Bank, Continued from page 9
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research community,” Dr. Munro said.
The majority of early brain studies 

were conducted on laboratory animals. 
And while those early studies were 
effective and provided some answers, Dr. 
Carver said, they still left researchers 
facing a dilemma. That is the fact that 
the human brain is simply different and 
much more complex than the brain of 
laboratory animals.

It is believed that the human brain 
contains as many as a trillion different 
neurons or cells, and that each may have 
at least 1,000 different connections — 
Dr. Carver said some have estimated the 
number of connections to be somewhere 
in the area of 10 to the 15th power. 
Whatever the figure, scientists are just 
scratching the surface in developing an 
understanding of the disease processes of 
the human brain.

Dr. Carver points out that there are 
also some much less obvious, subtle 
differences between human and animal 
brains, such as the tracks through 
which chemicals travel from one part 
of the brain to another. For years it was 
believed that a heavy track of dopamine 
existed from the subcortical area of the 
brain to the frontal lobe, which is what 
animal studies showed. The reality is that 
more recent studies of the human brain 
show a very small track of dopamine. 
Which leads back to Dr. Carver’s original 
question concerning the unusually high 
concentration levels of dopamine found in 
the brains of schizophrenia patients.

How does it get there and what can be 
done about it?

It’s just one of the many questions 
about the human brain still to be 
explored. But now, there are resources 
with the help of the UMKC School of 
Medicine Brain Tissue Bank.

 “In brain science, we’re in the stage 
where we just know enough to get 
excited and think we know everything,” 
Dr. Carver said. “But in reality, we’re 
just one step beyond a hand-waving 
theory.”

Mental Health Feature

Michele Kilo, M.D., ’84, assistant 
professor of pediatrics and chief of the 
Section of Developmental and Behavioral 
Sciences at The Children’s Mercy 
Hospital, was appointed in August by 
Missouri Gov. Matt Blunt to a new 
24-member Missouri Commission on 
Autism Spectrum Disorders.

The commission will serve as a 
driving force throughout the state in 
determining the best practice standards 
in developing a comprehensive and 
coordinated statewide system of care for 
children with autism, Dr. Kilo said.

“We want to make certain that we 

are comprehensive not only in our 
screening, assessment and diagnoses of 
children with autism, but that we have 
appropriate services for these children 
that are readily accessible throughout 
the state,” she said.

The Missouri General Assembly 
passed a bill earlier in the year to create 
the commission that includes people 
from a wide range of backgrounds, from 
parents to special educators and mental 
health providers, as well as members 
from the General Assembly and state 
services.

Dr. Kilo Appointed to Statewide 
Commission on Autism

Michele Kilo, M.D., ’84, assistant professor of pediatrics, is part of a 24-member statewide commission 
appointed to develop a comprehensive standard of care for children with autism.

obody knows just how autism affects the human brain, 
but millions of parents must watch as their young children 

battle the impaired social interaction and communication that 
results, usually beginning before the child’s third birthday.

Continued on page 12
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Mental Health Feature

edical researchers all over 
the world are searching daily 
for treatments and cures for 
killer diseases.  Meanwhile, 

more than 87 Americans a day or nearly one 
every 16 minutes take their own lives. Each 
year across the United States, nearly 32,000 
people die of suicide, making it the 11th 
leading cause of death.

Suicide is one of our nation’s major 
health issues, but unlike diseases such as 
cancer or diabetes, it is preventable with the 
proper help.

That was the major focus of the acting 
United States Surgeon General, Rear 
Admiral Steven K. Galson, M.D., M.P.H., 
when he spoke on Sept. 4 at a symposium 
co-sponsored by the UMKC School of 
Medicine at the Kauffman Foundation 
Conference Center.

“Suicide is a threat not being adequately 
covered,” Rear Adm. Galson said. “We need 
all of us to keep pushing to get the word out 
that suicide is preventable. That there is 
hope.”

The one-day session, “Addressing the 
Suicide Epidemic: Galvanizing Community 
Leaders and the Media,” included a panel 

discussion and breakout workshops 
following the surgeon general’s keynote 
address. Susan Wilson, Ph.D., associate dean 
for cultural enhancement and diversity, 
participated as a member of the expert 
panel during a question and answer panel 
discussion with the audience. Bill Geis, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of psychiatry, 
also spoke briefly on media implications as 
they relate to suicide prevention. Stanley 
Edlavitch, Ph.D., clinical professor of 
informatic medicine, served as emcee.

School of Medicine Dean Betty M. 
Drees, M.D., introduced Rear Adm. Galson, 
who outlined his goals as surgeon general, 
saying he foresees a future of personalized 
and accessible healthcare for everyone, 
underscoring that with his hopes of making 
disease prevention a top priority. “We need 
to move from disease treatment to disease 
prevention,” he said.

That includes the issue of suicide, he 
said.

“The help for mental health problems 
needs to be addressed with the same 
urgency as with other medical conditions,” 
Rear Adm. Galson said.

Autism is the second most 
common developmental disability 
among children, affecting about 
one in every 152 children across 
Missouri and a slightly higher 
rate nationwide. Autism has a 
strong genetic basis and is known 
to be of neurobehavioral origins. 
Researchers, however, are still 
unsure of the specific complexities 
of these genetic defects.

While there is no known cure 
for autism, many children can 
learn to live with the disorder as 
independent adults with proper 
early diagnosis and intervention, 
Dr. Kilo said.

“There are many kids whose 
behavior and mannerisms, following 
early diagnosis and the best early 
interventions, will not be readily 
noticeable as autistic,” Dr. Kilo 
said.

Dr. Kilo was appointed to the 
commission as a developmental 
pediatrician who spends a great 
deal of her clinical time working 
with this population of children 
and families. Her appointment will 
continue through September of 
2010.

Dr Kilo, Continued from page 11

Med School Co-sponsors  
Surgeon General’s Visit

(Above) Susan B. Wilson, Ph.D., (second from right) associate dean for cultural 
enhancement and diversity, joined acting United States Surgeon General, Rear Admiral 
Steven K. Galson, M.D., M.P.H., for a panel discussion on suicide during a symposium at 
the Kauffman Foundation Conference Center. (At right) School of Medicine Dean Betty M. 
Drees, M.D., introduced Rear Adm. Galson as the symposium’s keynote speaker.
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  Students’ 
 Findings Look

at 
Child Health

Risks 
in 
a

 New
WayS

What started as a one-month rotation became 
a more than yearlong research study that has 
received worldwide attention by underscoring 
the dangers of childhood obesity and could change 
the way we measure and look at that and other 
related health issues facing children today.

Le and Menees, current Year 5 students, 
worked together using the same patient 

population — approximately 100 children 
ranging in ages from six to 18 — and much of 
the same information to complete two related but 
different studies. After measuring and comparing 
the thickness of the inner walls of the carotid 
arteries, Le discovered a correlation between the 
size of a child’s carotid artery with issues such as 

pencer Menees and Joseph Le, medical  
students at the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City School of Medicine, isolated themselves  
for a month in the summer of 2007 from the 
outside world. Huddled behind computer 
screens at Children’s Mercy Hospital, they 

scoured thousands of ultrasound images of children’s 
carotid arteries. With the aid of sophisticated computer 
software, Menees and Le took delicate measurements of 
the arteries from each image and painstakingly recorded 
each into spreadsheets for comparison.

Students’ Findings, Continued on page 14

Geetha Raghuveer, M.D., M.P .H., 
associate professor of pediatrics, 
studies ultrasound images of 
children’s carotid arteries with 
Joseph Le, (left) MS 5, and 
Spencer Menees, MS 5.  
Their research presented at the  
American Heart Association 
scientific session in November 
received worldwide attention.

pencer Menees and Joseph Le, medical  
students at the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City School of Medicine, isolated themselves 
for a month in the summer of 2007 from the 
outside world. Huddled behind computer 
screens at Children’s Mercy Hospital, they 

scoured thousands of ultrasound images of children’s 
carotid arteries. With the aid of sophisticated computer 
software, Menees and Le took delicate measurements of 
the arteries from each image and painstakingly recorded 
each into spreadsheets for comparison.

written by Kelly Edwards 
designed by Suzanne M. Gauch
photography courtesy of 
Children’s Mercy Hospital 
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high cholesterol, obesity, or high blood 
pressure, all risk factors for future heart 
attack or stroke as a child ages. Beyond 
that, Le explored a relatively novel 
concept of advanced vascular aging by 
comparing the size of the children’s 

carotid arteries to those of a 45-year-
old counterpart. Children with 

higher vascular ages tended to have 
higher triglyceride levels and 
other risk factors for illnesses 
such as stroke or heart attack.

“When you talk about a 
child with a vascular age of 
a 45-year-old adult, that’s 
significant,” Le said.

Menees, meanwhile, used 
the measurements to confirm 

the hypothesis that the size 
of the carotid artery actually 

varies during a cardiac cycle (a 
heartbeat). That would mean that for 

researchers to obtain consistent and 
applicable measurements among their 
subjects, they would have to take those 
measurements at the same moment 
within a heartbeat, preferably during 
diastole, or that point at which the heart 
relaxes and fills with blood.

“It’s important if you’re going to be 
consistent in your measurements 
to take that into account,” 
Menees said.

Their research 
presented 
important new 
information, 
said Geetha 
Raghuveer, 
M.D., M.P.H., 
a cardiologist 
and associate 
professor of 
pediatrics at the 
School of Medicine 
and Children’s 
Mercy Hospital, who 
oversaw the research. As a 
result, the American Heart Association 
invited Menees and Le to present their 
findings this past November at its 
annual scientific sessions. The results 

of the study presented in New Orleans, 

received worldwide media attention 
as it focused on the growing epidemic 
of childhood obesity and the dangers it 
presents.

“Both of these projects have 
importance. They’re not just medical 
student projects for them to have 
something to do,” Dr. Raghuveer said. 
“That’s why they were selected to 
present at a very prestigious meeting.” 

As many as 25 to 30 students from 
the School of Medicine can be found 
conducting various research projects 
with School of Medicine faculty 
members.

Agostino Molteni, M.D., 
Ph.D., professor of pathology and 
pharmacology and director of student 
research at the School of Medicine, said 
nearly 90 percent of those students who 
successfully complete a research project 
are invited to present their findings 
at a scientific meeting on a national or 
international level. And nearly half of 
those, he said, take their work a step 
further to become the lead or co-author 
of manuscripts published in medical or 
scientific journals.

Most of the students’ research 
activities at the School of Medicine 
are backed by Sarah Morrison Student 

Research Awards that are given 
quarterly by the school’s 

Student Research Program. 
And even if they aren’t 

invited to present their 
research to a national 
scientific audience, 
students still present 
their work in front of 
medical school faculty at 
the School of Medicine’s 

annual Student Research 
Day. All of which provides 

an experience beyond writing 
a typical research paper, Dr. 

Molteni said.
“It gives students the experience of 

working in a different environment and 
learning how to defend their work,” Dr. 
Molteni said. “This helps them learn 
how to practice medicine.”

Each year renowned scientists 
from all over the world gather for the 
International Colloquium on Lung and 
Airway Fibrosis. This 
year when Agostino 
Molteni, M.D., 
Ph.D., professor 
of pathology and 
pharmacology, 
was invited 
to attend the 
meetings 
in Sunset 
Beach, N.C., 
to present 
research 
his group 
had done on 
Fat Embolism 
Syndrome in 
collaboration with 
the University of 
Kansas, three students 
from the School of Medicine went with 
him to support the work.

The students, Sapna Patel, MS 6, 
Bereketeab HaileSelassie, MS 5, and 
Afrin Kamal, MS 4, presented posters 
of research on Fat Embolism Syndrome 
that they conducted with Dr. Molteni, 
who also serves as director of student 
research at the School of Medicine, 
and Betty Herndon, Ph.D., research 
associate professor.

Fat Embolism Syndrome can be fatal 
and occurs when fat tissues in bone 
marrow are released into the body 
following a major bone fracture leading 
to an adverse affect on heart or lung 
function. It occurs most often when one 
is injured in a major traumatic event 
such as an automobile accident and 
can easily be misdiagnosed as a less 
significant complication.

Nearly 150 research scientists attend 
the annual “by invitation only” sessions.

“Very few students will get the 
chance to present at an international 
meeting,” Patel said. “I am honored 
to have been a part of this exclusive 
meeting.”

Three students, Colleen Brennan, 
MS 4, Ian Malburg, MS 4, and Shahab 
Shaffiey, MS 4, also participated in 
the research and co-authored posters 
presenting the work.

Students’ Findings, Continued from page 13
Students Present Research 
at International Meeting

The 
American Heart 

Association invited 
Menees and Le to present 

their findings this past November 
at its annual scientific sessions. The 

results of the study presented in New 
Orleans, received worldwide media 

attention as they focused on  
the growing epidemic of 
childhood obesity and  

the dangers it  
presents.
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Professorships

New Endowed
Chairs

AND

“In order to establish a sustainable 
research focus in an endowed chair’s 
field of expertise, we often recruit 
several junior faculty as part of the 
package, and the endowed chair serves 
as a mentor to these individuals and 
helps them develop their independent 
research careers,” Dr. Papasian said.

Representing the largest donations to a university, 
endowed appointments increase educational and research 
opportunities while garnering national recognition for the 
university and its affiliated hospitals.  Christopher  Papasian, 
Ph.D., the interim director of research administration for the 
School of Medicine and professor 
of basic medical science, stressed 
their importance. 

“The School of Medicine 
has used endowed chair 
recruitments to attract leaders 
in the field who will help build 
our research enterprise,” Dr. 
Papasian said.

The School of Medicine has 
announced four appointments: 
Charles W. Van Way, III, M.D., 
Sosland/Missouri Endowed 
Chair in Trauma Services; 
Lynda Payne, Ph.D., R.N., 
Sirridge/Missouri Professorship 
of Medical Humanities and Bioethics; William Ernest 
Lafferty, M.D., Merl & Muriel Hicklin/Missouri Endowed 
Chair; and Peter Koulen, Ph.D., Felix and Carmen Sabates/
Missouri Endowed Chair in Vision Research. 

Charles W. Van Way, III, M.D. — appointed the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine 
Sosland/Missouri Endowed Chair in Shock Trauma — joined 
the School of Medicine faculty in 1988 and previously served 
as Ralph Ringo Coffey professor and chair of the department 
of surgery.  

“Our research group focuses on information and shock,” 
Dr. Van Way said. “Our goal is to recruit new scientists to 
increase our number of research grants and studies. We are 

also looking for collaboration with people in the Kansas 
City area doing similar research.”

After receiving his undergraduate degree from Yale 
University, Dr. Van Way earned his medical degree from 
The Johns Hopkins University. Postgraduate training 

included residencies in 
general and thoracic 
surgery and a fellowship in 
clinical pharmacology at 
Vanderbilt University. Dr. 
Van Way joined the U.S. 
Army Reserve in 1972 
and retired as a colonel in 
2003. He holds clinical 
appointments at Truman 
Medical Center and St. 
Luke’s Hospital of Kansas 
City and brings a wealth of 
shock and trauma clinical 
and research experience to 
this position.

“The Sosland family is delighted with the appointment 
of Dr. Van Way to this chair,” said Morton Sosland, 
chairman of the Sosland Foundation. “We are confident 
his appointment will strengthen the pioneering work at 
UMKC-Truman Medical Center in trauma treatment 
and research and look forward to great progress under his 
leadership.” 

Written by Hannah Crippen and Melissa K. Streeter
designed by Suzanne M. Gauch

photography by Robert Steckmest

New Endowed Chairs & Professorships, Continued on page 18



“Our goal is to recruit new  
scientists to increase our  

number of research grants  
and studies. We are also  
looking for collaboration  

with people in the Kansas City  
area doing similar research.”

—Dr. VanWay

Charles W. Van Way, III, M.D., 
Sosland/Missouri Endowed 

Chair in Trauma Services
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New Endowed Chairs & Professorships,, Continued from page 16

Lynda S. Payne, Ph.D., RN, was appointed the 
Sirridge/Missouri Professor of Medical Humanities and 
Bioethics based on her clinical and academic background 
in medical humanities. 

Dr. Payne, an associate professor of history in the 
College of Arts and Sciences, holds a B.A./M.A. in 
medieval history from the University of Edinburgh, an 
M.S.W. from the University of Surrey and a Ph.D. in the 
history of medicine from the University of California 
at Davis. For many years, she practiced as a registered 
nurse and certified respiratory therapist in California. Dr. 
Payne was a visiting scholar in the history of science at 
Oberlin College before coming to UMKC in 1999. Her 
publications include a scholarly monograph, “With Words 
and Knives: Learning Medical Dispassion in Early Modern 
England,” Ashgate Press, 2007.  

The Sirridge Professor is responsible for developing and 
delivering a curriculum that provides humanities courses 
for pre-med students and those in the six-year B.A./M.D. 
program.

“The foremost goal is to infuse medical humanities 
and bioethics throughout all six years of the School of 
Medicine curriculum,” Dr. Payne said. “I am working on 
setting up a stimulating rotation of medical humanities 
and bioethics classes that will be co-taught by M.D.s and 
scholars from the humanities. The Sirridge office wants 
to provide the best possible experience for our student 
physicians.”

William Ernest Lafferty, M.D., was appointed the 
Merl & Muriel Hicklin/Missouri Endowed Chair at the 
University of Missouri–Kansas City School of Medicine 
for his passion for teaching, health care delivery, outcomes 
research, and a demonstrated ability to foster collaboration 

Endowed Chair in Vision Research, has made great 
strides in researching the action and development of 
pharmacological and molecular biological treatments for 
renal and visual systems disorders and cognitive decline 
during aging and Alzheimer’s disease. The author of 
numerous publications, he regularly presents at scientific 
meetings.	

Dr. Koulen has an M.S. and Ph.D. from Johannes 
Gutenberg University in Mainz, Germany, followed by 
postdoctoral fellowships at the Max-Planck Institute for 
Brain Research in Frankfurt and Yale University School of 
Medicine. 

“We are honored for the recognition of the Chair in 
Vision Research, and extremely pleased Dr. Peter Koulen 
will be the first in this position,” said Felix Sabates, M.D., 
professor and founding chairman of the UMKC department 
of ophthalmology and president of the Eye Foundation of 
Kansas City. “The Vision Research Center will become 
a world-class research facility under the leadership of Dr. 
Koulen and his team, bringing recognition to Kansas City 
as part of the international network of centers working to 
find causes and prevention of blindness.”

Dr. Papasian explained the structure and expectations of 
Dr. Koulen’s and the others’ appointments. 

“In order to establish a sustainable research focus in an 
endowed chair’s field of expertise, we often recruit several 
junior faculty as part of the package, and the endowed chair 
serves as a mentor to these individuals and helps them 
develop their independent research careers,” Dr. Papasian 
said. This model has been tremendously successful regarding 
the Quantitative Genetics Program we built around Dr. 
Hong-Wen Deng, the endowed chair in orthopaedic 
research. We expect our new endowed chairs to make similar 
contributions to Shock Trauma, Humanities and Outcomes 
research, and Vision at UMKC.”

Dr. Lynda Payne shares her historical medical tools and artifacts with students. 
She is the first Endowed Sirridge/Missouri Professor of Medical Humanities  
and Bioethics. 

“The foremost goal is to 
infuse medical humanities 
and bioethics throughout 
all six years of the School 
of Medicine curriculum,” 
Dr. Payne said.”

with other academic divisions and sister 
institutions within UMKC and local 
public health organizations.  

A specialist in internal medicine 
with subspecialty training in infectious 
disease, his research interests include 
assessment of sexually transmitted 
disease services provided by Medicaid 
and the private sector. He works on 
projects that seek to balance cost, access, 
and quality of health care in new areas of 
public interest, such as complementary 
and alternative medicine. From 1985 
to 1993, he was office director for 
the Washington State HIV/AIDS 
epidemiology office.

Peter Koulen, Ph.D., appointed the 
Felix and Carmen Sabates/Missouri 
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Roster of  
Honor

Gifts received (July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008)

Because of you, the 
UMKC School of 
Medicine is able to 
fulfill its mission. With 
your support, students 
can attend a medical 
school that provides an 
outstanding medical 
education as well as 
quality health care 
to the underserved 
population of our 
community. We can 
attract necessary 
faculty and staff, and 
our researchers are 
making discoveries that 
translate to improved 
patient care. Thank you 
for your generosity.

Curators’ Society  
$100,000+

GE Health Care
Greater Kansas City Health  
   Care Foundation

Chancellor’s Society 
$25,000+

L. Lee Langley Estate

Provost’s Society 
$15,000+

Dr. Vijay & Mrs. Madhu Arora
The Ina Calkins Board
John & Ruth Musselman Trust
Clara L. Shumway Charitable Trust
Dr. Steven & Mrs. Kathy Waldman
Dr. Michael L. Weaver

Founders Club  
$5,000+

Drs. Milton & Trudi Grin
Dr. Ralph & Mrs. Carla Harold
Dr. James N. Ho
Junior League of  
  Kansas City, MO, Inc.
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Cathy Lachky
Dr. Christine Sullivan
Tenet Health Care Foundation
University Physician Associates

Dean’s Club  
$2,500+

Children’s Mercy Hospital
ExxonMobil Foundation
Finucane Enterprises Inc.
Mr. Richardo & Mrs. Judith Garcia
Dr. James & Mrs. Christine Glenski
Dr. Verda Hunter

R. A. Long Foundation
Dr. Robert & Mrs. Jan Pierron
Resource Center for  
   Gynecologic Oncology
Saint Luke’s Health System
Drs. Mark & Betty Scarborough
Drs. Wendell & Jamie Scott
Truman Medical Center
Dr. Charles & Mrs. Gail Van Way III
Mr. Lantz & Mrs. Laura Welch

Docent’s Club  
$1,000+

The Accurso Law Firm
Louis Accurso
Dr. Naueed Achtar
Dr. James & Mrs. Rhoda Anthony
B. Braun Medical Inc.
Dr. Mark & Mrs. Renee Bernhardt
Dr. Daniel & Mrs. Carol Bixler
Lt. Col Brent &  
   Mrs. Margaret Bruderer
Dr. Jerald & Mrs. Patricia Burton
Dr. Daniel & Mrs. Toni Cline
Dr. Kevin & Mrs. Lisa Coleman
Mr. Jeff Cox
Dr. Elizabeth V. Dang
Davidson Family Foundation
Dr. John & Mrs. Paula. Davis
Dr. Venkata Devineni &  
   Dr. Vijaya Kumari
Dr. José Dominguez
Dean Betty Drees &  
   Mr. William Drees
Dr. Kenneth D. Fine
Finer Enterprises, Inc.
Dr. William & Mrs. Mary Beth Fish
Mr. Steven Roberts & Dr. Eva Frazer
Friends of Psychiatry Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. William H. Goodson, III
Haake Companies
Dr. Daniel K. Hall-Flavin &  
   Mr. Jefrey R. Hall-Flavin

Heartland Health System
Dr. Timothy P. Hickman
Kansas City Pedicatric Group
Kaw Valley Medical Society, Inc.
Dr. Kevin & Mrs. Ada Koch
Drs. Timothy & Janice Martin
Drs. Scott &  
   Dawna McCulloch
Medline
Dr. Vernon Mills
Dr. Robert & Mrs. Lea Morrison
Dr. J. Stuart Munro
Drs. Doug Dehning &  
   Cielo Navato-Dehning
Neuro International & Diagnostic
Dr. Richardson & Mrs. Nan Noback
Drs. Jeff & Daphne Ondr
Dr. Louis Peterson
Prime Health Foundation
Dr. Thomas A. Rebori

c c
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Ida Bamberger Memorial Matching Scholarship: Mr. Albert 
Bamberger and Afrin Kamal, MS 4

Dr. Ryan Reynolds
Drs. Gerald Early & Shauna Roberts
Mr. Henry & Dr. Reaner Shannon
Dr. Russell & Mrs. Mary Shelden
Dr. Marjorie Sirridge
Dr. Ronald & Mrs. Kristen Squires
Dr. Jeffrey S. Sugar
Dr. Michael & Mrs. Ellen Sweeney
Dr. Robert Scaife Thomas, Jr.
Dr. Daryl Thompson
Dr. Judith K. Vogelsang
Dr. Emery & Mrs. Clara Wilson

School Advocates $500+
Dr. Linda Anderson
Anonymous

Dr. Trent P. Baker
Mr. Josiah W. Bancroft &  
   Dr. Laura A. Bancroft
Dr. Eliot & Mrs. Marcia Berkley
Black Health Care Coalition
Mr. John Bluford
Dr. Jan L. Campbell
Mr. Robert R. Crowley
Dr. Stacey Daniels-Young
Drs. Glen O. Gabbard &  
   Joyce E. Davidson
Dr. Maria A. DeCastro
Drs. Edward & Kathryn Ellerbeck
Drs. William K. Kapp, III &  
   Mary Beth Esswein-Kapp
Corrine Everson
Dr. Gerald & Mrs. Marcia Finke

Drs. Thomas & Michelle Franey
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Gatens
Dr. Johanna K. Genova
Dr. Scott R. Graham
Mr. Ted & Dr. Sally Green
Dr. Peter & Mrs. Kathryn Greenspan
Dr. Lance Grenevicki &  
   Mrs. Amy Bridgers-Grenevicki
Dr. Jeffrey L. Hackman
Mr. David & Mrs. Janeé Hanzlick
Dr. Craig S. Holzem
Mr. David Koenigsberg &  
   Dr. Ada Huang
Dr. Beryl J. Huang
Dr. Fawzia Khan
Dr. Michele Kilo &  
   Mr. Blake Mathews
Mr. Sung Bae Moon &  
   Dr. Hee-Sun Kim
Dr. Lacy A. Knight
Dr. P. Brent Koprivica
Dr. Jeff R. Kunin
Dr. Ellis & Mrs. Ann Lai
Mr. Donald &  
   Mrs. Cheryl McLaughlin
Midwest Neurosicence
Dr. Steven B. Miller &  
   Dr. Victoria J. Fraser
Dr. Terry & Mrs. Debbie Mitchel
Dr. Nancy L. Morris
Drs. Michael & Michelle Mulligan
Drs. Trenton & Traci Nauser
Peters & Associates Inc.
Reynolds Plastic Surgery, LLC
Mr. Lawrence Ricci
Drs. Leah & Louis Ridgway, III
Dr. Gary & Mrs. Michelle Salzman
Mr. Martin Smoler &  
   Ms. Suzanne Shank
Dr. Anjum Shariff
Dr. Christopher & Mrs. Lisa Sirridge
Drs. David & Anne Smid
Dr. David L. Smith
Dr. William J. Sullivan
Mr. James G. Clarke &  
   Dr. Jennifer Svetlecic
The Sweet Guy
Truman Medical Center  
   Charitable Foundation
Drs. Richard & Jennifer Valuck
Drs. Brad & Barbara Warner
Dr. Victoria M. Weldon
Drs. Ralph & Heather Wuebker
Dr. James & Mrs. Sara Youngblood

c
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Western Missouri Friends Scholarship: David Darmsteadter, MS 5, Rachel Griggs, M.D., 
’08, and Mr. and Mrs. Don McLaughlin

Benefactors  
$250+

3M Medical Division
Dr. Patricia L. Allen
Allergy, Asthma & Arthritis Center
Dr. Cynthia Alsup
Dr. Stephen &  
   Mrs. Susan Armstrong
Laura Baalmann, M.D.
Balanced Care for Women 
    of St. Louis, PC
Ball & Alsup Management, LLC.
Dr. Charisse H. Barta
Dr. Richard & Mrs. Carol Bowe

Dr. Jay J. Brown
Dr. Terri Brown-Whitehorn &  
   Mr. Matthew Whitehorn
Dr. John &  
   Mrs. Rochelle Buckner, III
Dr. Reginald T. Bulkley
Drs. Robert & Jan Bury
Dr. Robert & Mrs. Kathy Caffrey
Mr. Manuel & Mrs. Brenda Cajigal
Dr. Jack & Mrs. Joan Capodice
Dr. Deva Chandramohan
Drs. Wendell Clarkston &  
   Cindy Chang
Dr. Christine A. Chuppa
Dr. M. Nanette Crighton
Dr. Yvonne K. Davenport

Dr. Nancy Dawson
Dr. Preston & Mrs. Mary Dilts, Jr.
Dr. Richard & Mrs. Janet Dubinsky
Mr. J. Stephen & Mrs. Karen Dykstra
Dr. Nancy B. Eisele
Drs. Jeffrey & Cathy Emory
Dr. Lisa C. Gennari
Dr. Alan Grimes
Mr. Anjali & Mrs. Subhash Gujarati
Dr. Giora & Mrs. Rachel Hahn
Dr. Erica L. Hartmann
Dr. Deborah Hewitt
Dr. Bridget Abney Hickcox
Dr. Yoganand & Mrs. Erin Hiremath
Dr. Minh C. Hoang
Drs. Douglas & Carri Homoky

c
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UMKC School of Medicine Alumni Scholarships: Tom Franey, M.D., ’85, past alumni 
president, Yosafe Wakwaya, MS 2, Jessica McCammon, M.D., ’08, and George Lewitt, MS 6. 

Dr. Socrates C. Jamoulis
Dr. Michael Joseph
Dr. Harry & Mrs. Connie Jonas
Drs. Colin & Jacklyn Joyo
Kansas City University of  
   Medicine & Biosciences
Kansas City Medical Society
Dr. David & Mrs. Michele Kapp
Dr. A. Christine Kelly
P. Brent Koprivica, M.D.,  
   & Associates
Dr. Robert M. Kretzschmar
KU Endowment
Drs. Bruce & Nancy Lanphear
Dr. Melissa Lawson & 
    Mr. Thomas Richards
Dr. Melissa A. Leimkuehler
Dr. Darla Liles
Litton & Giddings  
   Radiological Associates
Ms. Christine M. Lockhart

Dr. Lisa Lowe &  
   Mr. P. Wesley Lowe
Ms. Mary K. McCamy
Dr. Timothy Wilson &  
   Dr. Janice McGovney
Ms. Marilyn K. McGuyre
Dr. William Miles &  
   Dr. Michele Raible
Dr. Paul D. Moore, Jr.
Dr. Timothy &  
   Mrs. Lisa Myers
Dr. Arun G. Nayar
Dr. Ann M. Norland
Padgett Family Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Vaughn Payne
Dr. Eugene W.J. Pearce
Mr. Floyd & Dr. Olevia Pitts
Drs. Norbert & Donna Richardson
Dr. Carlin Ridpath
Rockhill Women’s Care, Inc.
Dr. Chad Ruble

Dr. D. Skip Sallee, II
Dr. Mary T. Schneider
Dr. C.F. Schwab
Dr. Howard &  
   Mrs. Barbara Schwartz
Dr. Carolyn L. Seifert
Drs. Stanley & Kathy Shaffer
Drs. Vincent & Mary Shen
Dr. Carla J. Siegfried
Mr. Richard &  
   Dr. Elizabeth Simpson
Dr. Anne K. Sly
Dr. Jay &  
   Mrs. Rashmi Sreenarasimhaiah
Dr. Jeffrey Steele
Dr. Lee M. Steinberg
Dr. Jack & Mrs. Barbara Stuber
Dr. Murray G. Sullivan
Mr. Michael & Dr. Ann Uhls
Dr. Gene VandenBoom

c



Mr. Ronad Swinfard &  
   Dr. Sara Viessman
Dr. Darryl L. Wallace
Drs. William & Christine Wester
Mr. Joseph W. Witham
Drs. Matthew & Mary Woody
Dr. David Wooldridge &  
   Ms. Erin McGrath
Dr. Jeffrey Wright
Dr. John G. Younger
Drs. Bruno & Rose Zwerenz

Patrons  
$100+

Anonymous
Dr. David & Mrs. Laura Alba
Mr. Michael & Dr. Grace Albano
Mr. Dana & Dr. Mary Allen
Ms. Theresa E. Andrews
Dr. Azam M. Anwar
Drs. Wilf & Louise Arnold
Dr. Stanley M. Augustin
Mr. Troy Avendanio
Dr. Robert & Mrs. Kathryn Balk
Dr. Jeremy E. Baptist
Dr. James & Mrs. Shirley Barloon
Dr. Richard & Mrs. Nancy Barohn
Dr. James R. Batterson, Jr.
Mr. Steven Ng &  
   Dr. Grace Baysa-Ng
Dr. Reneé Belieu &  
   Dr. John Peterson
Mr. John & Dr. Malinda Bell
Dr. Felicia R. Bentley
Dr. Jacques D. Beveridge
Dr. Philip Bierman &  
   Dr. Mary Wampler
Dr. Henry Bishop
Dr. Jennifer Hart Bix
Drs. Dale & Carol Brant
Dr. Alan &  
   Mrs. Rebecca Braverman
Mr. Larry & Mrs. Cathy Brett
Dr. Julie Brown
Dr. Randy & Mrs. Twila Brown
Mr. William Bruning
Dr. Timothy Buie &  
   Ms. Tricia Woods
Mr. Gregory Bricker &  
   Dr. Cynthia Calbert
Dr. Manuel Camejo

Ms. Sachiko Cantrell
Mr. Nicholas R. Carbone
Dr. Charles F. Carey
Cerner Corporation
Dr. Leway Chen
Ms. Sunitha Chilappa
Dr. Mark & Mrs. Tai-Ling Chin
Dr. Kristine Clark
Dr. Doug Cochran
Dr. Donald E. Cole, Jr.
Dr. Charles Crist
Dr. John Crowley
Ms. Catherine A. Cunningham
Dr. Renu K. Debroy
Dr. Romano T. DeMarco &  
   Ms. Yolanda Olavarria
Dr. Bill & Mrs. Minerva Dennis
Dr. Tracy William Dobbs
Dr. Randall & Mrs. Diane Dudik
Drs. Dean & Martha Dye

Ms. Chandra Eyunni
Ferns, Matile, Perryman &  
   Moore, M.D.’s PC
Ms. Vera I. Finney
Dr. Matthew Floersch
Dr. Shannon A. Forseter
Dr. Steven M. Frank
Mr. Thesis &  
   Mrs. Lundia Franks
Hilda Fuentes
Mr. Robert & Mrs. Kathleen Frisenda
Ms. Deanna L. Garlow
Mr. Kirk K. Garmager
Dr. Charles & Mrs. Margaret Garvin
Dr. Beth J. Gearhart
Dr. Mary Glode
Mr. Keith W. Goers
Dr. Bret S. Gordon
Dr. Stephen M. Gordon
Mr. Kirk Groh & Dr. Holly Gore-Groh

c
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Founding Classes Scholarship: James Gentry, MS 4, and 
former School of Medicine Dean Marjorie S. Sirridge, M.D.
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Mr. Lawrence &  
   Mrs. Jo Ann Grenevicki
Mr. Hanford & Mrs. Katherine Gross
Dr. Richard K. Gutknecht
Drs. Yoav & Caroline Hahn
Dr. Vandana Halder
Mr. Kevin & Dr. Sarah Hampl
Dr. Ellen Hardin
Ms. Adrianne M. Harrop
Dr. Ellen Hartenbach
Drs. Thomas & Mary Hastings
Dr. M. Christine Hauptmann
Drs. Peter & Kathryn Havens
Drs. Thomas & Patricia Hubbell
Dr. Richard S. Isaacson
Dr. S. B. Jani
Mr. Charng Shing Jean &  
   Ms. Chih Na Liu
Drs. Michael & Teresa Jensen
Kansas City Free Health Clinic
Kansas City Women’s Clinic PA
Dr. James & Mrs. Kelly Kaplan
Dr. Christopher Klingele
Dr. Jason Koreckij &  
   Dr. Reneé Sullivan
Dr. Susan Kudlinski
Dr. Courtney Langdon
Mrs. Sirpa Lawson
Koit Lillep
Dr. Rogelio &  
   Mrs. Kathleen Lim
Dr. Melanie L. Lively
Dr. Gary & Mrs. Judy Lockwood
Dr. Thomas A. Lord
Dr. Mohammed F.R. Majeed
Mr. James & Dr. Stephanie Marx
Dr. Vickie L. Massey
Dr. Gerald U. Matile
Dr. Matthew K. McNabney
Dr. Teri McNelis
Dr. Girish & Mrs. Sheetal Mehta
Mr. Don Swaggerty &  
   Dr. Mary Middleton
Midwest OB/GYN Associates, Ltd
Dr. Anthony & Mrs. Patti Migliazzo
Dr. Dace & Mrs. Nancy Miller
Dr. Todd Miller
Mr. Vernon Mills
Mr. Kevin & Mrs. Tammie Miner
Dr. Mark A. Mitchell
Dr. Pat Mooney-Smith &  
   Dr. Reid Smith

Mr. Paul Phillips, III &  
   Dr. Brenna J. Nance-Phillips
Dr. Burton & Mrs. Ellen Needles
Mr. Fred S. Neuer
Ms. Meghan Nichols
Drs. Thomas & Jessica Nittler
The Honorable Sam &  
   Dr. Jennifer Page
Drs. Tony Albracht &  
   Michelle Pal
Jitendra M. Patel
Dr. Carl & Mrs. Irene Pearman
Dr. Stephen J. Perkins
Drs. John & Kathy Perryman
Pfizer Foundation
Dr. Angela Piquard
Dr. Vikram Rao
Dr. Jebadurai Ratnaraj
Dr. Hashim S. Raza
Dr. Kavitha Reddy
Dr. George Reisz
Drs. Richard & Sara Reynolds
Dr. Walter & Mrs. Marilyn Ricci
Dr. James B. Rice, III
Dr. Dave & Mrs. Cathy Roberts
Dr. W. Mark Roberts
Samuel U. Rodgers Health Center
Dr. Greg Rodriguez
Dr. Peter Rogan & Dr. Joan Knoll
Mr. David Rogers &  
   Dr. Brenda J. Rogers
Dr. Peter W. Ross
Dr. Lawrence & Mrs. Jane Rues
Dr. Manuel Runez
Dr. Robert G. Sarrazin &  
   Dr. Lori Breedlove
Dr. Edward Scanlon
Mr. Amit Shah
Mr. Elwood &  
   Mrs. Cewilla Shannon, Jr.
Shawnee Mission Medical Center
Dr. Mark & Mrs. Cheryl Shay
Mr. Michael & Mrs. Fannie Shook
Drs. Keith & Hui Hua Shu Bernstein
Dr. Mark F. Sinnett
Mrs. Beth K. Smith
Mr. Christopher Haxton &  
   Dr. Serese Y. Smith-Haxton
Dr. Allen & Mrs. Mary Beth Soffer
Ms. Shelia Sonnenschein
Dr. Marvin L. Stancil
Dr. Gregory C. Starks

Dr. Pam Sullivan
Swope Community Enterprises
Ms. Emily Testrake
Dr. Inez M. Tinsley-Dalton
Dr. Daniel & Mrs. Margot Tobias
Dr. Thomas &  
   Mrs. Mary Kondon Toth
Dr. Joseph Tutorino
Professor Emeritus  
   Hans W. Uffelmann
United Imaging Consultants, LLC
University of Wisconsin  
   Medical Foundation
Vital Signs
Dr. Leonard & Mrs. Evelyn Wall
Dr. Christine M. Wallce
Ms. Pamela Ball Walther
Dr. Larry K. Watts
Dr. Steven & Mrs. Rochele Weilert
Mr. Vincent & Mrs. Rose Wessling
Dr. John & Mrs. Denise Whitfield
Drs. Robert & Kimberly Wiele
Dr. Steven Wilkinson
Women’s Health Specialists
Sheri Wood
Dr. Kristen Wootton
Dr. Bob & Mrs. Nancy Yang
Ms. Mary Yeb-Brown

Friends  
Up to $100

Mr. Nargis J. Ahmad
Dr. Sonya S. Ahmed
Ms. Katherine Allhoff
Mr. Michael Amini
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Augmon
Mr. Matthew Baker
Ms. Jane H. Barnekoff
Dr. Craig & Mrs. Diane Belsha
Ms. Carolyn A. Bertrand
Dr. Mark Boulware
Mr. Zachary Boyd
Dr. Jim & Mrs. Martha Brennan
Ms. Gloria Brooks
Dr. Richard J. Brooks
Ms. Jamie Brown
Ms. Amrita Burdick
Ms. Erlinda B. Burke
Burns & McDonnell Foundation
Mr. William Carlile
Dr. Jodianne T. Carter

c



Ms. Kuljit K. Chawla
Mr. Yeou-Chyan &  
   Mrs. Yueh Shiang Chuu
Mr. Dennis & Mrs. Rosemary Clyde
Cole Internal Medicine
Dr. Danita Cole
Dr. Thomas & Mrs. Teresa Cotton
Ms. Libby Creason
Mr. Doss & Mrs. Eloise Cunningham
Dr. George & Mrs. Roamma Cyriac
Mr. & Mrs. George Davis
Mr. Allen & Mrs. Julie Davis
Ms. Opral M. Davis
Dr. Ryan M. Davis
Dr. Fred & Mrs. Carol DeFeo
Mr. Karl & Mrs. Kimberly Delecaris
Mr. Marlin &  
   Mrs. Donna Deppermann
Dr. James & Mrs. Christine Ebberts
Mr. Gregg & Mrs. Lois Eckert
Ms. Chlora D. Fisher
Dr. Aaron R. Florkowski
Ms. Bette J. Friedberg
Dr. Laura A. Gaffney
Ms. Lea-Ann E. Germinder
Ms. Jennifer Goldkamp
Dr. Paul B. Griggs
Hallmark Corporate Foundation
Mr. David & Mrs. Karen Hanaway
Mr. Raymond & Mrs. Euna Handy
Mr. John & Mrs. Susan Hanford
Ms. Peggy B. Harre
Dr. Susan B. Hathaway
Mr. Nathaniel &  
   Mrs. Patricia Hayward
Mr. David & Dr. Lynne Heger
Mr. Aaron High
Ms. Ashley Hope
Drs. Jungchen & Hsinglin Hsu
Mr. Jesse & Mrs. Esther Hwang
Mr. Herbert & Mrs. Angela Illes
Inter-City Booklovers Club
Mr. Richard & Mrs. Luella Isbell
Mr. Hassan &  
   Mrs. Elizabeth Kamara
Drs. Prasad & Padma Kandula
Dr. Doreen P. Karoll
Dr. Jared & Mrs. Sharma Keeler
Dr. Richard & Mrs. Rebecca Kies
Dr. Robert B. Knight
Mr. Jeffrey & Mrs. Trisha Lake
Mr. Donald Lanke

Dr. Hiu-Pui Lau
Ms. Melissa M. Leggett
Mr. Donald & Mrs. Sabrina Light
Dr. Warren & Mrs. Marilyn Lovinger
Mr. Kenneth & Mrs. Lauren Ludwig
Mr. Lars & Mrs. Sonia Malburg
Mr. Shariq & Mrs. Farida Malik
Ms. Betty Jo Mardiat
Mr. Dan &  
   Mrs. Jeannine McConnell
Ms. M. McCormick
Dr. David & Mrs. Nicole McCrary
Mr. Davis & Mrs. Shirley McGlothen
Ms. Mina Milford
Dr. Freeman L. Miller
Mr. Ronald & Mrs. Macy Miller
Ms. Martha L. Miller
Mr. Blake & Dr. S. Danette Miller
Ms. Dolores Milligan
Dr. George & Mrs. Sylvia Moreng
Dr. Anil Nair
Ms. Angela Nelson
Dr. Crystal Newby
Mr. Tien Nguyen
Ms. Patricia A. O’Daniel
Mr. Ted & Mrs. Wendy Osburn
Drs. John & Lynn Parker
Drs. T. K. & Gita Parthasarathy
Mr. Natvarbhai &  
   Mrs. Jyotsanaben Patel
Dr. Robin Patel
Mr. John & Susan Pollack
Mrs. Charlene Porter
Ms. Christine Pouncil
Ms. Maellen Powell
Dr. Robert & Teresa Rao
Ms. Lonelle R. Rathje
Dr. Imaad Razzaque
Dr. Jessica Reddoch
Mr. Purnender A. Reddy
Dhivya Rhegunathan
Dr. Michael G. Rodriguez
Mr. Adolph & Mrs. Astrid Ruiz
Ms. Cathleen Salvin
Mr. Robin & Mrs. Patricia Schudy
Dr. Carolyn Seifert-Escott
Mr. Seyed Cheraghi &  
   Ms. Fatemeh Shams
Ms. Ramona Sheely
Dr. Lawrence & Mrs. Shiree Shine
Dr. Rebecca Pickens Siscel &  
   Mr. David Siscel

Mr. James & Mrs. Jo Skelton
Mr. Patrick & Mrs. Cheryl Smock
Mr. Tom & Mrs. Dorothy Spencer
Dr. Ronald W. Stahl-Dip
Ms. Evelyn Stevenson
Dr. Manju Subramanian
Mr. Dennis & Mrs. Joan Sullivan
Mr. Sam & Mrs. Cheryl Swartz
Drs. Charles & Debra Tegeler
Mr. George &  
   Mrs. Charlene Templeton
Ms. Carol A. Thompson
The Honorable Kevin L. Threlkeld
Mr. Joseph & Mrs. Julia Tobben
Dr. Robert & Mrs. Siew-Choo Tung
Dr. Jessica Van Bibber
Mr. Jeffrey & Mrs. Sharon Vaughn
Dr. A. K. & Mrs. Minaxi Vijapura
Mr. Temesgen &  
   Mrs. Etsegenet Wakwaya
Mr. Carroll &  
   Mrs. Jacqueline Walker
Dr. Steven M. Watson
Dr. Chandra Weaver
Dr. Melissa Weis
Mr. David & Mrs. Lori Werth
Ms. G. Catherine Wight
Dr. Michael Williams
Dr. Curtis & Mrs. Marilyn Wolfe
Mr. Jeff & Dr. Ugonna Woods
Mr. William Xing
Dr. Mark & Mrs. Janet Yagan
Li-Yan Yin & Keyu Xiong
Dr. Desmond Young
Mr. Adrian Zaidi
Dr. Amy Zippay
Dr. Jeffrey & Mrs. Mary Zuke

c
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Alumni Updates
Megan Sneed, M.D., OB/GYN, ’97, finished 
her residency at Advocate Lutheran General Hospital in 
Chicago and is practicing with Midwest Women’s Health 
Care in multiple facilities in Cass County. The goal of 
the Midwest Women’s Health Care is to provide health 
care for women along U.S. Highway 71, especially those 
who have difficulty accessing health care. Sneed married 
her high school sweetheart, Ryan, executive chef for 
PB&J. They have two sons, Jacob, 5, and Ethan, 1. 

Linda Siy, M.D., ’90, concluded her year term as 
president of the Texas Academy of Family Physicians on 
July 19. She was honored for her service during the 59th 
Annual Session and Scientific Assembly in Houston. 
During her year as TAFP president, Siy promoted 
advocacy for the voice of family medicine in Texas for 
physicians and their patients. She continues to practice 
at the JPS Health Center – Northeast in Bedford, 
and is a clinical associate professor at the University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas and 
the assistant professor of the department of family and 
community medicine at the University of North Texas 
Health Sciences Center in Fort Worth. Dr. Siy is also a 
member of the Society of Teachers of Family Medicine, 
the Texas Medical Association, the Tarrant County 
Medical Society and the Association of Clinicians for the 
Underserved. 

John Owen, M.D., ’81, was promoted from 
colonel to brigadier general in the Missouri Air National 
Guard July 12. His 31 years of service began with his 
admission into the Health Profession Scholarship 
Program for prospective military health care providers 
at UMKC. After six years as state air surgeon, he was 
recently reassigned to the chief of staff. He serves as the 
primary advisor to the commander on all operational 
issues. During those six years, Owen assumed leadership 
of the Center for Sustainment of Trauma and Readiness 
Skills program and has developed it into a best-in-class 
program. He served four years as flight surgeon at Little 
Rock Air Force Base and 14 years with the Kansas Air 
National Guard where he became state air surgeon. He 
also maintains a full-time medical practice at the Liberty 
Clinic in Liberty, Mo., which he helped found in 1990.

Recently Deceased Alumnus
Dr. Bruce A. Feldman, M.D., ’85, died Aug. 3 of 
multiple sclerosis at home in Springfield, Ill., at the  
age of 49. He was in private practice at Psychiatric 
Associates in Springfield.

Accompanied by Shayna Simon, development director, 
and Connie Beachler, senior education team coordinator, 
School of Medicine Dean Betty Drees, M.D., was the 
guest of honor at the St. Louis Friends – an organization 
of parents in the St. Louis area with students enrolled 
at the University of Missouri - Kansas City School of 
Medicine – gathering on Nov. 13, where everyone met 
the dean and could participate in a question-and-answer 
session with her. The St. Louis Friends promotes the best 
interests of the School of Medicine by “cooperating with 
the administration and students, aiding the school and 
its students financially” and “cultivating social relations 
among members of the St. Louis Friends, administration, 
faculty, alumni and students.”

Stay tuned for the 2009 
University of Missouri-Kansas City 

School of Medicine  
Alumni Reunion news. 

The classes of ’73, ’74, ’78, ’79, ’83, ’84, 
’88, ’89, ’93, ’94, ’98, ’99, ’03, ’04 will be 

honored, and all alumni are welcome.

Administration visits  
St. Louis Friends

This is my last column as your alumni president. It has 
been an honor and a privilege. The reins of presidential 
duties are being taken over by the extremely capable Dr. 
Julie Brown. I wish her well in her new duties and pledge 
my full support. 

We, as physicians and alumni, have an important duty 
to encourage and support medical education. The future 
of healthcare in this country is at a crossroads, and it will 
need a new breed of exceptionally motivated and dedicated 
physicians to guide it through these tough times. 

Your alumni board has done an outstanding job of 
supporting the mission of the medical school. I would 
encourage anyone with any interest in the alumni 
association board to contact a board member or the alumni 
office.

I want to thank Dean Betty Drees for her exceptional 
job in leading the school and the tremendous support and 
attention she gives to the alumni association. This school 
is lucky to have her, and I hope I can continue to be of 
assistance to her. 

Finally, it is with a heavy heart that we will be saying 
goodbye to the true heart and soul of the medical school 
alumni association, Mary McCamy. Mary, after her thirty 
years of hard work, dedication and support of the medical 
school, will be retiring this year. She will be truly missed, 
but I know, speaking for all those with any association with 
the medical school, we wish her all the best.

Thomas Franey, M.D., ’85

Outgoing Alumni President
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It is an honor to serve as the School of Medicine 
Alumni Association president. I want to thank our 
past president, Dr. Thomas Franey (’85) for his 
service both as leader of the alumni board and as 
a personal mentor. I know he will remain an 
invaluable resource.

Speaking of invaluable resources, few alumni, 
faculty, staff, or student lives have not been 
touched in some way by the remarkable 
work of Mary McCamy. After 30 years of 
dedicated service as director of alumni affairs, 
constituent relations, and special events, 
Mary is retiring. I know she is looking 
forward to relaxing and spending more time 
with family. I hope she knows how indebted 
to her so many are for all she has done. 
Personally, it is difficult to imagine doing this 
job without her guidance. I am not taking you 
off my speed dial just yet, Mary. 

Who are we, alumni, that someone would 
dedicate 30 years to our service?
It will come as no surprise that the definition of 
alumnus is “a person who has attended or graduated 
from a particular school.” That seems pretty cut 
and dried.    However, the etymology of the word gives 
it considerably more richness. Its Latin root is alere, to 
nourish. Alere is also root of the Middle English word auld 
or old, former. Thus, we are the “formerly nourished” 
(sounds so much better than old, don’t you think?) but by 
whom?

Alma Mater is Latin for nourishing mother. It was used 
in ancient Rome as a title for the mother goddess and 
later in Medieval Christianity for the Virgin Mary. Its 
modern use is derived from the motto of the world’s oldest, 
continually operating, degree-granting university: the 
University of Bologna founded in 1088 in Italy in the 
same city for which it was named. Their motto, “Alma 
Mater Studiorum,” means Nourishing Mother of Studies. 

We graduated from an institution that nourished us 
academically, which fed us until we could stand on our 
own. Staff, professors, docents and alumni were some of 
the instruments of that nourishment. They still are. This 
and every issue of Panorama demonstrates a variety of 
ways in which that “nourishment” continues.

As an alumnus, you are 
more than the “past” of 
the School of the Medicine. 
You are part of an unbroken 
chain to the future. Getting more involved in the 
present life of the School of Medicine would give you 
a clear sense of that. As the new Alumni Association 
president, I challenge you to do just that. 

In the year ahead we will explore some concrete 
ways you can meet that challenge. With your help, 
connecting the past with the future in the present will 
be a goal we can achieve.

Julie Brown, M.D., ’00
President, UMKC School of Medicine 

Alumni Association

Alumni Association President
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UMKC School of Medicine 
Events 2009

Students and faculty have enjoyed the first semester of the renovations of all 
three School of Medicine lecture theatres. Construction took place during the 
summer, and the improved rooms were available by Aug. 18, the first day of classes. 
New seating, ideal learning environment technology, media screens, tabletops 
with electrical outlets, and better lighting are among the new furnishings in the 
theatres. Theatre A now seats 150, and Theatres B and C can now seat 60-68.  
The theatres will be equipped with Tegrity systems, which will allow Webcasting 
and downloading recorded lectures for podcasting. 

Medical Theatre Renovations 

Nominations are being accepted for the E. Grey Dimond, M.D., Take Wing Award, 
the School of Medicine Alumni Achievement Award and other distinguished alumni 
awards. Direct any questions to Ruth Grimsley at (816) 235-5281. Nominations are 
accepted year-round; however, the deadline for the 2009 awards is Feb. 2. Visit 
www.med.umkc.edu/alumni for descriptions of the awards and instructions for 
nominations.

Take Wing Award Nominations!

January 15
Deadline: GHHS Nominations
to Sirridge Office

January 21,  5 p.m.
Annual Faculty Dinner
Hyatt Hotel, Reception: 5-6 p.m. 
Dinner: 6 p.m.

February 2
Deadline: Nominations for Take Wing
Award & all 2009 distinguished  
alumni awards

February 21, 7-10 p.m.
Jazz Night, Hallbrook Country Club

March 13, 6 p.m.
Annual Gold Humanism Honor Society 
Induction ceremony & reception at the 
Diastole House, Ceremony

March 19, 11 a.m.
Match Day 

April 1
Deadline: Abstracts for Student  
Research Day, Submit to Dr. Molteni

April 9
Student Research Day
Theater A, School of Medicine

April 11, 1-3 p.m.
Marilyn McGuyre Bowling Tournament

April 23, 5 p.m.
AOA Annual Induction dinner 

April 24, Noon
AOA Noon Conference with 
Faith Fitzgerald, M.D.

May 28, 7 p.m.
Take Wing Award Ceremony
Commencement Dinner at the Music Hall

For event information, contact 
Ruth Grimsley at 816-235-5281 
or grimsleyr@umkc.edu


