
Essen%al Func%ons for UMKC Internal Medicine Residents 

Without an intermediary, residents must be able to: 

• Comprehend and speak English fluently, including medical terminology. 
• Take a comprehensive history and perform a thorough physical examina?on of pa?ents, 

integra?ng findings based on these observa?ons to develop an appropriate diagnos?c and 
treatment plan. 

• Possess sufficient sensory and motor func?on to elicit informa?on from pa?ents by observa?on, 
physical examina?on, and other diagnos?c maneuvers. 

• Execute motor movements reasonably required to provide pa?ent care to all ages in a variety of 
seDngs, perform procedures, and deliver emergency treatment as appropriate. 

• Communicate with pa?ents, families, and staff, verbally and otherwise, in a manner that exhibits 
good professional judgment and is appropriate for the professional seDng. 

• Read charts, monitors, and other sources of clinical informa?on. 
• U?lize a computer for medical record review, documenta?on, decision support, research, and 

educa?on in an efficient and ?mely fashion. 
• Collect, organize, priori?ze, analyze, synthesize, and assimilate large amounts of technically 

detailed and complex informa?on in a ?mely fashion and with progressive independence. 
• Integrate and apply informa?on to solve problems and make decisions in a timely and 

appropriate manner for the clinical situa?on. 
• Complete medical records and documents promptly and in accordance with ins?tu?onal 

protocols. 
• Perform all job func?ons while wearing the protec?ve equipment required for clinical du?es, 

including tolera?ng a mask, gown, and gloves. 
• Possess the physical ability to address rou?ne and emergent pa?ent care issues and to aLend 

required educa?onal programs. 
• Work shiNs of varying lengths and intensity, including day, evening, and overnight shiNs, up to 

24-hour in-house call followed by up to 4 hours of transi?onal du?es. 
• Provide care at all clinical sites, including affiliated community sites. 
• Provide pa?ent-centered treatment consistent with evidence-based standards of care. 
• Func?on effec?vely under stress and display flexibility and adaptability to changing 

environments. 
• Possess the emo?onal health required for full use of their intellectual abili?es, the exercise of 

good judgment, and the prompt comple?on of all responsibili?es aLendant to the diagnosis and 
care of pa?ents. 

• Have the emo?onal maturity to self-assess, know own limita?ons, and seek advice or counseling 
in situa?ons that might impair own learning or performance in the care of pa?ents, and to 
proac?vely seek appropriate treatment, including leaves of absence. 


